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A Legacy of Community
and Inclusion

Pre-dating the decision of Brown

v. Board of Education, this small
community in Merriam, Kansas won
a battle to keep students from being
segregated based on their race. This
project focuses on projecting this
story and restoring the facility for it
to become a building that encourages
the connection and celebration of a
community.
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1. Madam CJ Walker School Students and Teacher (Johnson County Heritage Foundation)
2. Corinthian Nutter, School Teacher (The Kansas City Star)
3. Combination Classroom and Auditorium (Johnson County Heritage Foundation)
4. Schoolhouse Kitchen (Johnson County Heritage Foundation)
5. Esther Brown, Organizer (Explore Merriam)
6. Photos of Corinthian Nutter Students ( Johnson County Heritage Foundation o o
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Creating a venue for worship,
civic exchange, and community
growth.

The original one-room school
house was the center and

focus for thousands of rural
communities, hamlets, and small
towns.

The new renovation is centered
around this humble typology’s
ability to pull together various
community elements, people,
and events into one space as a
stark divergence from the legacy
of segregation inherent to the
building’s story.

ONE ROOM
ONE COMMUNITY
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Simplicity in form; complexity
in function.

Rather than viewing the
one-room schoolhouse as a
limitation to function and
expression, the renovation of
the former Madam CJ Walker
School seeks to explore the
countless ways in which the
idea of a singular room can
be a space of shared history
whilst maintaining the ability
to transform into useful Movable Exhibits Communal Dining/ Poling Station
venues of civic engagement. Fellowship Hall
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EXTERIOR
RESTORATION +
SITE
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It is important that the
south and east facades of
the original school house
be re-constructed in an
effort to preserve the
architectural accuracy

of the building at the
period of its historical
significance.
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Existing Building Remove Recent Addition Re-Construct Front Entry Replace Footprint
via Expansion at
North End
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EXISTING SITE PLAN

|
|
|
| T —
R B —
© —_
@ -
L.
A =
| = - = —
4+ d
| : 1 /// \\'-.\__
| S L
) 1 e
|I I| /", .
\ ll |
\ /
\ | e lli
-', I\_,.- I|
\ \ |
‘\_ '-‘ ||
\ \ l
A ".
| 1 |I
Vo |
1 \._
._\ \\\ I| :
\, N ;
NN [
Y LY " |
\ “,
AN "~ |
\\_. 1
I
f
|
|
N | ||
*, ™,
™,
i \
\ \ - I
“,l\ 2 \\\ |
)
/-‘ \
v

W. 50th Terrace
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NEW SITE PLAN

Grant Street

W. 50th Terrace
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connecting it to an existing park trail that tells
the Madam CJ Walker School story
e
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Carrying geometry from the historic
structure into the new, subdued colors and
natural matecialsgeinfg
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Lighting in the space serves to reinforce the
gravitas of the setting without supplanting
the activity of the mement
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COLLECTIVE MEMORY +
EXPERIENCES

Re-imagining the site’s original well as an informative An updated and inviting kitchen and common space serves to
centerpiece to the front courtyard welcomes the community to  facilitate flexible functions for both church and community
step into a learning experience members
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EXISTING
CONDITIONS
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