January 3, 2022

Dear Johnson County Board of County Commissioners, School Board Administrators and School
Board Members,

We are a group of pediatricians, family doctors, specialists, including pulmonologists,
pathologists, and ER doctors who have been on the front lines of COVID-19 for nearly two years.
We are also concerned parents. During the week of December 24, 2021, the United States
shattered records at least four times for its seven-day average of new daily COVID cases. Now
is not the time to let our guard down.

We wrote an Open Letter in the fall — calling for a K-12 mask mandate for Blue Valley Schools.
The K-6 mandate was passed on August 5, 2021. On that day, the Johnson County COVID case
incident rate was 222 per 100k with a 8.5% positivity rate. On December 30, 2021, the Johnson
County COVID case incident rate stood at 555 per 100k with a 12.6% positivity rate. And yet,
considerations are being made to remove this mandate.

With the tidal wave of Omicron hitting Johnson County, and no virtual education option, we are
now urging all districts as well as the JoCo BOCC to think about what is at stake before you
reconvene in January — the collapse of our education and healthcare systems.

As medical professionals who have collectively treated thousands of COVID patients, our
recommendation is to keep the K-8 mask mandate in place and to bring back the High School
mandate until we are on the other side of this historic surge. Specifically, our recommendations
are for K-12 students, teachers, staff, school administrators, and visitors to wear well-fitted
masks until the Johnson County positivity rate decreases to 5% or less.

Here are some of our top concerns:
e Omicron is up to 4x more contagious than Delta. Well-fitted masks are one of the
easiest ways to slow the spread.
e Children’s Mercy Hospital — which is the primary hospital that admits kids from the
metro - including Johnson County - is approaching their record high of COVID
in-patients. As of December 31, 2021, CMH has 21 in-patients with the virus.

® Many 12-15-year-old students are six months past their second vaccination. Even if they
get a booster immediately after it’s approved, it will take two weeks to reach peak
efficacy.

® Only 21.5% of students 5-11-years-old in Johnson County are fully vaccinated.

e |Immunocompromised students and teachers are at higher risk of becoming severelyill
with COVID and even worse dying.

Johnson County schools are already facing staffing and substitute teacher shortages.
Who will teach our children and run our schools when this highly transmissible variant
wipes out our staff?



Area hospitals, clinics and pharmacies are also facing historic staffing shortages and some
pharmacies are even closing their doors. The healthcare industry is at a breaking point.

As healthcare providers and parents in this incredible Johnson County community, we are asking
for you to continue a short-term mask mandate. Without protecting this crucial mitigation
strategy, more front line healthcare workers will be home with their sick children and family
members and not working in area hospitals and clinics. While we are home taking care of our
families, who will take care of your injuries, heart attacks, and strokes?

Your decision on a short-term mask mandate will significantly impact the entire Johnson County
community — from students, teachers, staff, and administrators to parents and frontline
healthcare workers.

Respectfully,

Melissa AH Gener, MD, FCAP — Pediatric Pathology, Neuropathology
Nguyen Tran, MD, FAAAAI, FACAAI — Allergy/Immunology, Pediatrics/Internal Medicine
Sarah Dubin MD, MPH — Pulmonary/Critical Care

Darcy Weidemann, MD, MHS — Pediatric Nephrologist
Rupal Gupta MD, FAAP — Pediatrician

Johanna Finkle, MD, FACOG, ABOM — OB/GYN

Fariha Shafi, MD — Internal Medicine

Stella Zhang, DO — Family Medicine

Jonathan Dubin, MD — Orthopedic Trauma

Sol Dubin, MD — Orthopedics

Lynn Fullenkamp, MD, JD — Pediatric Hospitalist

Allison Hettinger, MD — Pediatrics

Christian Hettinger, MD — Urology

Hannah Maxfield, MD- Family Medicine

Mala Goyal, MD — Pulmonary/Critical Care

Julie Green, MD, PhD — Dermatology

Megan Loeb, MD — Pediatrics

Christi Bartlett, MD — Palliative Care/Internal Medicine
Rachel DiTeresi, MD, FACOG — OB/GYN

Kristi Kinder, DO- Pediatrician and Pediatric Emergency Medicine
Nancy Hammond, MD — Neurologist

David Finkle, MD — Emergency Medicine

Amelia Sorensen, MD, FAAOS

Emily Hillman, MD, MHPE — Emergency Medicine

Lauren Nye, MD — Medical Oncologist

Kavita Jadhav, MD — Internal Medicine

Jignesh Shah, MD — Nephrology

Amy D’Angelo, MD, FAAP — Pediatric Emergency Medicine
Erin Hecker, MD, FACOG — OB/GYN

Brennen Bittel, DO — Neurology

Sam Bittel, Au.D



Michelle Boyce, MD — Ophthalmology

Sherri Martin, MD- Pediatrics

Jill Grothusen, MD- Hospitalist

Anuj Shrestha, MD, FACP — Hematology, Oncology and Internal Medicine
Niva Shakya, MD, FAAP — Pediatrics

Aileen Har, MD - Pediatrics

Amy Voelker, MD — Pediatrics

Megha Chandramohan, MD — Pediatrics

Deva Chandramohan, MD — Radiologist

George Chou, DO — Neuromuscular Medicine

Shawna Patch, MD — Pediatrics

Jacqueline Kitchen, MD — Internal Medicine/Pediatrics
Amanda Thuringer, DO — Neurology

Shailja Parikh, MD — Cardiology

Fatima Khan, DO, FACP, FACOI — Internal Medicine

Sri Krishna Alapati, MD — Diagnostic Neuroradiology
Shalaunda Gray, MD — Family Medicine

Colleen Johnson, MD — Otolaryngology

Jennifer Hawasli, MD, FACS — General Surgery

Emily Haury, MD — Internal Medicine/Pediatrics

Kristin Bosiljevac, MD — Family Medicine

Nurry Pirani, MD, FACP — Internal Medicine

Sarah T. Selby, DO, FACEP — Emergency Medicine
Rebecca Edwards, MD — Internal Medicine

Jennifer Teegarden, MD — Family Medicine

Brook V. Nelson, MD, FACS — General Surgeon

Kristen Stuppy, MD, FAAP — Pediatrics

Mary Nagy, MD, FAAP — Leawood Pediatrics

Shabnam Arsiwala, MD- Pediatric Hematology/Oncology
Jennifer Mellick, MD — Pediatrics

Stephanie Karnik, MD — Pediatrics

Dharshinie Jayamaha, MD — Pediatrician and Pediatric Emergency Medicine Physician
Morgan Vaughn, MD — Pediatrics

Neha Patel, MD — Allergy/Immunology

Amit Patel, MD — Internal Medicine, Nephrology

Molly Uhlenhake, DO — Internal Medicine/Pediatrics
Jonathan Enriquez, MD — Cardiology

Abid M Bhat, MD, MBA — Pulmonary/Critical Care and Sleep Medicine
Annie Wishna, MD — Ophthalmology

Adnan Choudhury, MD — Internal Medicine

Neeti Alapati, MD — Ophthalmology

Aniesa Slack, MD — Family Medicine

Katelyn Smelser, MD — Internal Medicine/Pediatrics

Joe Juilian, MD - Internal Medicine/Pediatrics

Sheshadri Madhusudhana, MD — Hematology/Oncology
Revathi Bhat, MD — Internal Medicine

Ashraf Gohar, MD — Pulmonary/Critical Care/Sleep Medicine
Brent Frossard, DO — Internal Medicine



Kimberly Randell, MD — Pediatric Emergency Medicine
Johanna Peterson, MD — Internal Medicine
Tricia Fairchild, MD — Family Medicine

Jennifer Kendal, MD — Rheumatology

Monte Roberts, DO — Pulmonary/Critical Care
Alexandria Felton-Church, MD — Pediatrics and Pediatric Hospital Medicine
Margaret Bozarth, MD — Internal Medicine/Pediatrics
Aimee Eidson, DO - Internal Medicine

Nida Dillon, DO — Family Medicine

Rita Hyde, MD, FACP — Internal Medicine
Marjie Wongs, MD — Infectious Diseases

Stuart Shanker, MD — Pediatrics

Mandy Prather, MD- Anesthesiology

Leslie Spikes, MD- Pulmonary/Critical Care
David Naylor- Internal Medicine

Sara Myers, MD—Pediatrics

Leslie Favier, MD—Pediatric Rheumatology
Stephanie Dobler, MD- Internal Medicine/Pediatrics
Caroline Martin, DO- Family Medicine

Jocelyn Hunter, MD- Surgical Critical Care
Dominique Crain, MD- Pulmonary/Critical Care
Joseph McDonnell, MD- Emergency Medicine
Ambreen Nasir Khan, MD- Pathology

Mairaj Khan, MD- Psychiatry

Roma Manzoor, MD- Psychiatry

Sobia Shafi, MD- Psychiatry

Farah Hassan, MD- Psychiatry

Joseph Donald, MD- Radiology

Anna Slattery, DO- Pediatrics, FAAP

Christine Lilly, DO- Family Medicine

Michelle Harrington, MD-- Family Medicine
Emily Paprocki, DO- Pediatrics

Rebekah Abbott, DO- Family Medicine

Tahira Zufer, MD- Family Medicine

Lisa Winkler, MD- Family Medicine

Lyndsey Kilgore, MD- Breast Surgical Oncology
Lisa Hays, MD- Endocrinology

Jessica Newman, DO- Infectious Disease
Laura Parks, MD- Ob/Gyn

Marci Allen, DO- Hematology/Oncology
Michele Jean-Francois- Internal Medicine
Samantha Wiemann, MD- Pediatrics

Miranda Bishara, MD- Ophthalmology

Loren Berenbom, MD- Cardiology

Marty Emert, MD- Cardiology

Rhea Pimentel, MD- Cardiology

Raghu Dendi, MD- Cardiology

Rigoberto Ramirez, MD- Cardiology



Amit Noheiria, MD- Cardiology

Seth Sheldon, MD- Cardiology

Jim Vacek, MD- Cardiology

Julie Kelkar Quick, MD- Ophthalmology

Mary Pham Champion, MD- Ophthalmology
Grace Mitchell, MD- Pediatric Radiology

Sarah Florio, MD- Internal Medicine

Joanna Kimball, MD- Infectious Diseases

Anne Jacobson, MD- Emergency Medicine
Trevena Moore, MD- Pediatrics

Cheen Alkhatib, MD- Anesthesiology

Carla Keirns, MD, PhD- Palliative Care Medicine
Jennifer Woodward, MD, MPH- Family Medicine
Jenica Wessels Harwood, MD- Family Medicine
Erin Plaza, MD- Anesthesiology

Ross Newman, DO- Pediatrics

Salil Kulkarni, MD- Internal Medicine

Jennifer McBride, MD- Internal Medicine/Pediatrics
Rishi Sharma, MD- Internal Medicine

Liz Musil, MD FAAP- Pediatrics

Alan Clement, MD- Pediatrics

Mary Ann Queen, MD- Pediatric Hospitalist
Lauren Amos, MD- Pediatric Hematology

Sharissa Marbry, MD- Family Medicine

Kristin Streiler, MD- Pediatrics

Elizabeth Hastings, MD- Developmental & Behavioral Pediatrics
Matthew Hastings, MD- Neurology

Tamara Crouse, DO- Hospitalist

Marissa Love, MD- Allergy and Immunology
Jessica Neuhart, MD- Pediatric Hospitalist

Marc Larsen, MD- Emergency Medicine

Kelly Barikmo, MD- Ob/Gyn

Emily Orscheln, MD- Pediatric Radiology

Jacob Redel, MD- Pediatric Endocrinology
Maggie Koos, MD- Pediatrics

Lina Patel, MD- Pediatric Emergency Medicine
Courtney Scarborough, MD- Pediatric Anesthesiology
Shayla Sullivant, MD- Child Psychiatry

Christine Marie, MD- Pulmonary/Critical Care
Benjamin Quick, MD, MPH - Internal Medicine
Thomas Champion, MD - Pediatric Anesthesiology
Natasha Burgert, MD, FAAP - Pediatrician

Kevin Burgert, MD, FAAP-Pediatrics

Lynne E. Kallenbach, MD- Internal Medicine/Geriatrics/HPM
Emily Robb, MD,-Internal Medicine

Jonathan Finks, MD- Internal Medicine

Kirsten Reilly, MD- Pediatrics

Michael Reilly, MD -Emergency Medicine



Dena Hubbard, MD - Neonatology

John Daniel, MD - Pediatrics

Dianne Lee, MD - Pediatrics

Anusha Bandla, MD-Hospitalist

Ashley Kimmel, MD -Family Medicine
Gretchen Black, DO -Pediatrics

Mickelle Hirschman, MD -Hospitalist

Mary Brulija, DO -OB/GYN

Susie Ezell DO-OB/GYN

Eugene Vandenboom Il MD-OB/GYN
Cathanie Halberstadt MD-OB/GYN

Julia Johnson MD-OB/GYN

Mitchell S. Hamburg MD-Endocrinology
William Goodson MD-Emergency Medicine
Benjamin Sundling DO-Emergency Medicine
Nick Hosey MD-Emergency Medicine

Elliott Fried MD-Emergency Medicine

Otis Miller MD-Emergency Medicine

Mary Tyson MD-Pediatrics

Jessica Bettenhausen, MD Pediatric Hospitalist
Sean Fulton, MD Emergency Medicine
Angela Prato, MD Family Medicine

James Arpin MD Emergency Medicine
Ammar Hawasli, MD- neurosurgery

Michael S. Handler, M.D.-Forensic Neuropathology
Nicholas Orme, MD,- Cardiology



